Institution of Revd Andrew Frearson at St James the Great, Dollar

Friday 29th October, 2010 at 7.30 pm

SS Simon and Jude – Ephesians 2: 19-end & John 15: 17-end

No longer strangers and aliens but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God.  One of the very best things about the rather extraordinary life of clergy is that one arrives as Andrew, Lynn and Emily do this evening – as Alison and I did five years ago – in a strange place where one knows almost nobody and almost nothing of what happens.  But in this act of worship in which we share tonight you come to belong – Andrew becomes ‘our Rector’ – for better or worse [for there are nuptial undertones in this relationship] and the people of this congregation become ‘our people – our congregation – our future’.  There is instant belonging, commitment and sharing because of our shared relationship in Christ.  There are of course levels of knowing which take longer – but that’s part of the growing together, the learning together, the being built together spiritually.

That belonging matters greatly in a church like ours.  We're small and closely knit.  We have a wonderful group of clergy and deeply-committed laity.  Andrew comes to join that bringing with him his experience, not just of the Church of England, but of being part of the relatively small Episcopal Church in Atlanta.  He brings long experience in ministry and a passion for helping people to learn about their faith.  We hope that Andrew will enjoy being with us – serving here in St James and also helping St James to make its contribution to the wider mission of the diocese and the church in these very interesting times in Scotland.

And what do Simon and Jude have to say to us.  Well they are refreshing sort of saints – among the apostles of Jesus but about whom not much is known.  It is thought that they may have been martyred together in Persia.  Jude of course is colloqually known as the patron saint of all lost causes and hopeless cases – so perhaps we shouldn't go there.  That is said to have been because of concern that there might be confusion in prayers between Jude and Judas.

But they do represent a very important balance or tension in the life of faith and ministry.  It applies as much to the congregation as it does to Andrew in his ministry. It's the balance between zeal and commitment – between faithfulness and passion.  It's Simon the Zealot – perhaps a member of an orthodox Jewish group – and Jude pushing the boundaries of mission.

As I reflect on my experience of ministry, I can see the importance of that same balance.  For priest and people, there is need for a constant faithfulness and for rootedness in the life of faith – faithful caring for people and the nurturing of relationships; faithfulness in the disciplines of worship, study and prayer.  It's all that keeping on with the faithful living of faith and discipleship – because it is what we are called to do and to be – no matter how difficult and no matter how little obvious result we see for it.  Yet there must also be set in the midst of that faithfulness an expression of the passion and the zeal which is also key to faith – a desire to push boundaries; a willingness to be led by the spirit; a hunger for mission; a need to proclaim and to evangelise
In our diocese, we try to live that balance.  Nothing comes easily for our small churches in this very secular society.  We keep on doing and being the best that we can be – offering to people who are spiritually hungry a welcome, acceptance and a spiritual home.  And our Casting the Net programme is a sign that we see mission and growth as being of primary importance for us.  Not just ‘here because we’re here because we’re here.’  But here for a purpose, here to share the life of the risen Christ with the people of this community, here to live and be the gospel of love in an unloving world, to build community in an age of individualism.

No longer strangers.  As we welcome Andrew, Lynn and Emily this evening, our prayer is that this will be the start of a new phase of life when this congregation is built together into spiritually into the life of God

