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GOOD MORNING

If only things you don't like would just disappear.  Sadly, Rabbi Yosef, founder of an ultra-orthodox Jewish group within the ruling Israeli coalition, reached that point when he called yesterday for Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas to "vanish from our world".   He was properly and widely condemned.

But which of us in a moment of frustration has not felt the same.  Complex problems deeply rooted in long history often bring these feelings to the surface.  Sometimes people go further – and for good reason.  Deitrich Bonhoeffer of the German Confessing Church decided on a 'lesser of two evils' basis that he should take part in the plot to murder Hitler.  

But of course it isn't as simple as that.  People who express views which we find unacceptable are responsible for what they say.  But they are also a product of their context – they arise in situations of tension and difficulty.  If not them, then it would be somebody else.

At the heart of it, it is about whether or not we take people seriously, even if we find what they say or do disagreeable.  I spend a lot of my working life dealing with people in all sorts of different situations.  Sometimes feelings run high and views which I find difficult are expressed very strongly.  I hear my inner voice saying  'Does it come naturally to you to be this difficult – or do you have to work at it?'  And they may feel the same about me.

But it should be part of our values that we try and take people seriously.  Somewhere deep down amidst all the muddle and anxiety which often marks what they say, there is an important point which needs to be considered properly and which needs a response.

Rabbi Yosef should listen, pause, reflect and respond.  That would be the beginning of an engagement which might lead to peace.

