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Most Revd David Chillingworth, Bishop of St Andrews and Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church – Rector of Seagoe from 1986 to 2005

It's a great pleasure for Alison and me to be with you today – thank you to Canon Terence Cadden for his invitation.  I look at this magnificent new building with real delight – this is  the most significant day in the life of this parish since the building of the new church in 1816.

I want to express my admiration for two groups of people.  The first is to Terence and Vestry Members who have persisted with this project.  It has been difficult, I know.  But faithfulness and tenacity have their reward today.  The second is to architect Clyde Markwell and his team.  I shall risk saying that of the new generation of church halls, this is one of the most interesting and imaginative.  It deserves to win awards and I hope it does so.

It's a long story.  It always is.  Back in the 1950's, Brian and Desmond Best could put a rope across the Seagoe Road outside the shop and play tennis.  About fifteen years ago, a group of us spent a weekend on the north coast.  We realised that, if you could  no longer play tennis on the Seagoe Road, it was becoming difficult to have our parish life separated on both sides of an increasingly busy road.  We realised that we needed to bring our life together in one place – on one side of the road.

That moment was the beginning of a long journey.  We were beginning to talk about a building.  But we were really talking about mission and what kind of building would serve the mission of this parish in the 21st century.  We discussed and explored.  George Kennedy led a major process of consultation in the parish.  The building in which we stand is the result.  Clyde Markwell didn't just give us his idea of what a church hall might look like.  The reason why this building is so powerful and distinctive is that he did a translation –  he turned our ideas about mission into a building.  This building is custom made for the mission of the parish in the 21st century.

First of all it faces outwards.  People who drive by will find it hard not to take a look. You couldn't miss it.  It makes a statement – it catches your interest.  People will wonder, 'What kind of community would have built such a building and what is their vision of the God whom they worship?'

The rounded front – the rotunda - with its glass sides is for hospitality and welcome.  The buiding is for recreation and enjoyment but also for learning and growth.  It's linked – physically linked – to the church and raised to the same floor level.  So the worshipping life of the parish flows into every other part of its life.   The building is designed to foster relationship – that's why you'll see that there are angles and corners, nooks and crannies,  where in other buildings there might be straight lines and square corners.  And here's something else to reflect on.  We had very difficult times together here in Portadown.  This building is a statement about our community – this community.  It says that we're here to stay.  But it also says that we're here in a positive and giving way, here to make a contribution, here to serve, here in mission, here to share the love of God.

It gives me great pleasure to be with you today - to be with the people with whom I have shared so much.  May God bless you all.

