Andrew and Lesley’s Blessing of Marriage
We are delighted to be here with you – to warm our hands and hearts on the outer edges of your happiness – and to place, recognise, celebrate your marriage at the heart of this community.  Like every marriage, it changes many relationships - not just your own.  It invites new beginnings in faith and hope.  
We gather with you in prayer to seek God’s blessing on your marriage.  Our prayer is that your marriage may a place in which wonders of grace are found – a place of growth and healing whose love overflows and touches the lives of others.
There is a fashion at present for saying that, in a fast-moving world, the things in slow motion are better.  St Paul starts with patience.  Looking forward, he suggests slow reactions to things – not rude, not easily angered.  Looking back, he suggests short memories – keeping no record of wrong.  He shuts the door on partiality, half truth, the sharp and quick tongue, the world seen through my eyes only.  He promotes the slow virtues of a love with elasticity and resilience – a love which smothers the lesser and the quicker reactions and makes space for forgiveness. 

As we listen to St Paul, it seems that love becomes greater than just your love or our love – it becomes something in itself greater than all of us – for it is the nature and the gift of God to us.

So when we seek with you wonders of grace in your marriage, for what do we pray?   

It means that we pray that your marriage will be a blessing for your families and friends – that those whose lives are most intimately connected with yours will know themselves loved.
And then there are the particular challenges for those of us who mingle marriage and ministry.  It’s hard to explain.  It’s about not being over-private and yet not living in a goldfish bowl either.  But yet on some deep level it matters to people that a Rectory should be a happy place – a place of welcome and hospitality,  a place to find comfort and understanding.  If you can offer that to people, that is a wonder of grace.  

And if course it goes the other way too – that the deep hopes and prayers which people have for you – may help you together to put down deep roots into the love which will bring to you the gift of graceful living.  That too is a wonder of grace and may you be richly blessed as together you seek in.
