Rededication of St Mary’s Aberfoyle  270310
1 Kings 8: 22-30

1 Peter 2: 1-9

Mark 11: 1-10
There are many things which we can see, taste and touch which bring to life in mind and heart things which we cannot see.  The handshake of friendship, the kiss of love, the birthday gift, the meal prepared, even the parental shout of loving correction are all signs of relationship, care and love – things which you cannot see.  In the life of the church, there are many things like that too.  Your presence here is an outward sign of inner spiritual commitment, the exchange of the peace ….  most of all the bread and wine of the Eucharist standing for the body and blood of Christ - with echoes of the psalm, ‘O taste and see how gracious the Lord is’.   I’m talking of course about the churchy word Sacrament – defined as ‘an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace’  In everyday language, that means things which you can touch, taste, see and be part of which enable you to be in touch with the reality of things you cannot touch, taste and see.

We give thanks today for the great labour of love which the restoration and renewal of this beautiful building represents.  We honour the loving commitment in time, talents, care and financial giving which has made that possible.  [particularly key members of the Vestry – Nick and Mark]   We thank all those outside the life of this congregation who have contributed and those whose skill and labour have enhanced its beauty.  The building speaks of how God is honoured by the best we can do.  It speaks of the constancy and faithfulness of God in the past and into the unknown future.  It speaks of the life of the living community of faith which gathers here and who know the risen Lord present where even two or three gather together. 

But of course the building is not the thing itself.  Like everything else it is sacrament or symbol – in the permanence of stone and the beauty of art it speaks of the unseen and eternal realities for which it stands.
And if the stones could speak, what would they say?

They would speak of the community which meets here – which seeks to draw others to come here so that they can encounter the living God.  But the door is way out as well as way in – it speaks of the community which goes out from here in mission and loving service to be in the world for Christ.

And that reality is present in this congregation in all sorts of ways – present when Richard drove the bus in his clerical collar, present in the commitment which you and St Andrews have given to the Callander Youth Project, present in a thousand unseen actions of members of this congregation, present in the leadership which Karen gives in our diocesan Casting the Net initiative.  We’re trying to help people to get in touch in a new way with what is already inside them because it has been planted there by God – those deep and inner feelings and yearnings about faith, love and the life of the spirit.  Communities which are in touch with those things in sharing, prayer and study are energised for mission.  I hope you will want to join the journey.
On this Palm Sunday,  Jesus begins the journey to Jerusalem and its temple – the temple of course the symbol above all of permanence and constancy in faith.  That’s why they were so angry when Jesus said that not one stone would be left upon another.  So the journey of Jesus is the journey of faith for all of us.  It’s not a journey into solidity and permanence but into obedient and innocent suffering.  That’s what it means to be a community of service and mission.  It leads to the Cross – to which we are linked in our baptism as the sign of where all faithful living ends.  And it is only on the far side of the cross that we discover the only true certainty – even if we less than half understand it.  It is the grace and triumphant power of God who raised Christ from the dead.
