Electoral Synod of Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway – 9th January, 2011

Homily at the Eucharist 
The words which are in my mind this morning are words like ‘privilege’ and ‘respect’.  We are going to listen to three excellent candidates making presentations to us and responding to questions.  This is a privilege.

Let me share with you a little of what that experience is like – since, in this case, I have ‘sat where they sat’.  We think of this as a person ‘making a pitch’ or ‘setting out a stall’.  And there is something of that about it.  As with many very intense moments in one’s life, I find that much of that experience has been blanked in my mind.  I remember coming in and offering to the Electoral Synod all that was in me of vocation, all that I could feel of God in my life, all my accumulated and hard-won experience of ministry.  It could be caricatured as self-promotion.  Actually it feels like self-emptying.  It is a kenotic experience.  You end up simply saying, ‘I am here to offer service – nothing in my hand I bring.’  And you go away totally spent.   Privilege and respect.

This morning, we share in a Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit.  Church processes aways invoke the Holy Spirit – and sometimes I think we pay lip service to that.  So what does it mean to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit today for the sacred task which we are called to fulfil?

Most clergy – if they are fortunate – and many laity too – will have had that strange experience of feeling that, ‘I am the right person in the right place at the right time.’  To feel that does not mean that what you are doing is easy or that it is understood by others or that you feel well-equipped to do it.  Just that some unlooked-for coming together within God’s grace and providence has taken place.  When we look at those who were called in the Bible, it is a picture of confusion – unexpected people, for tasks for which they felt unequipped, for contexts in which they were afraid that their calling would not be recognised.

For me it is about alignment.  We seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in helping us to discern where we might see the vocation of the clergy and people of this diocese as aligned with the vocation of the candidates whom we shall meet this morning.  It is vocational discernment – but it is mutual vocational discernment.  It is alignment.

May the Holy Spirit work in each one of us – and in the candidates whom we are privileged to meet this morning.  And may God’s will be done in them and in us.

