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GOOD MORNING

Freedom of speech.  It has a good ring to it.  One of the basic human freedoms.  People have fought for it and died for it.  Worth fighting for, I think – even if it means that people whose views we dislike claim the right to express them.  Because that's what is at stake in the invitation to a representative of the BNP to take part in Question Time on TV tomorrow evening.

I shudder when people say to me, 'I just speak my mind'.  My thoughts complete what they say by adding, 'And I take no responsibility for any hurt which I may cause.'  There is of course good reason for being straight with one another – the Bible says we should 'speak the truth in love' – because real and living community is built only on truth.

But there's more to this than the freedom to say whatever we want – no matter how lovingly.  Part of our growth as people is that we may choose not to use all the freedoms which we have – for example the freedom to take revenge when we are injured or insulted.  It's the question of how a freedom should be used - and of course freedom of speech can be used in all sorts of ways.  Not just on behalf of 'people like us'.  Not just to speak defensively or to raise fears or to protect the interests of one group or another.  Better I think to it to speak on behalf of others – the poor, the disadvantaged, those who suffer the denial of human rights, those who have nobody to speak for them.

For me it comes down to this – it's the tension between freedom and truth.  Freedom just taken on its own risks being irresponsible, partial and hurtful.  Freedom of speech linked with truth joins that great stream of human endeavour in which pretence and lies are stripped away and many truths become one truth.

