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GOOD MORNING

So it's here at last – the American Presidential election.  And none of us knows what the answer will be.  That's the glory of democracy, for all its faults.

Whatever the result, there is one triumph which nothing can set aside – it's that a black man of mixed race origin stands at the very threshold of the Presidency.  That's a triumph for him – because he has refused to play for the 'black vote' but presented himself as a candidate for the whole nation.  And it's a triumph for some of the people who will vote for him because they will be overcoming in their own hearts and minds the fears and prejudices of the past.  The political face of the world may change today.  But, more important, people who vote today as their grandparents would never have done will be irreversibly changed just by the action of doing that.

I'm old enough to remember the great Martin Luther King 'I have a dream' speech of 1963 - 

'I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. '

As a teenager, I found those soaring phrases totally inspirational.  It's vision which changes people.  He called on people to transcend – to reach over and beyond – the prejudices and the barriers of the past.  

These ideas are particularly precious to me.  I spent much of my working life in Northern Ireland – trying to help people to find the inspiration and the spiritual courage to set aside generations of fear, prejudice, mistrust and bad history.  

And I think of Nelson Mandela in South Africa – who transformed the racial divisions of his country by the spiritual quality of his leadership – most famously putting on the Springbok rugby shirt and so declaring himself the leader and servant of all the people.

This is heady, exciting stuff.  Barack Obama may or may not be elected today.  But whatever the result there will be a victory – a victory of the human spirit.

