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I suppose it depends which end you start from.  In our strand of Christian faith, we would say that we prize diversity – unity in diversity – autonomy in communion – and all sorts of other more elegant ways of saying .. of saying that we seem to be in something of a mess about many things.  About the issue of sexuality, of course.  But really about how we hold together a lightly-constructed communion across a huge diversity of culture and context, colonial and post-colonial, rich and poor.

Diverse then – at the expense of truth, you might ask.  No, I don’t think so.  Rather what I want to say today is that we believe that truth is a state into which the Spirit leads us.  It is a gradual unfolding, exploring and revealing.

That sense that truth is a state into which God’s spirit leads us is appropriate for this Advent Sunday with its themes about the revealing of what is hidden – particularly the things of the end.  And we bring to inter-faith dialogue a belief not that all truth is relative and that your truth is at least as good as mine – more that we are all together journeying towards and into truth – and that your journeying is part of my journeying – and that my journey with my neighbour is inextricably linked to my journey towards God.

And as for the values on the Mace – wisdom, compassion, integrity and justice.  Well I think that by definition we cannot know the whole of any of these.  Indeed my picture of what is integrity or what is just .. is inevitably partial and to some extent centred on myself, my history, my world view, my readiness to give myself the benefit of the doubt while being harsher in my judgements of others.

So that I would say clearly that I cannot act with integrity, or compassion or wisdom or justice – just out of my own heart.  I need the Spirit of God and I need you to help me to see, understand and submit to the Spirit of God.
I am delighted to be here and look forward to the journey.
