TFTD



3.9.08
GOOD MORNING

Every parent’s dread – Republican Vice-Presidential candidate Sarah Palin announced this week that her 17 year old daughter Bristol is pregnant.  Things happen – yes even though Bristol has grown up in a staunchly Christian home and she won’t have lacked clear moral guidance.
So what do we make of it?  Maybe I’ll surprise you when I say that I don’t think Bristol should marry the father – not now anyway.  The failure rate for marriages of young people in these circumstances is dreadful.  As a parish minister, I used to beg young people not to get married in what used to be called a ‘shotgun wedding’.  I’m glad it’s now a thing of the past.  Some of the best and happiest weddings I have ever been part of have been of young people like Bristol and the father of her child – who had their baby, waited a while, matured with the years and then got married at a time of their own choosing.
But the issue of how best to support and protect adolescents runs through every society.  Here in Scotland, the programme for vaccinating 12 and 13 year old girls against a virus which causes cervical cancer got under way this week.  Some see this as a sensible precaution against an avoidable risk.  Others feel that it carries an unspoken encouragement to become sexually active at an early age when we should be urging abstention.  

And that’s the dilemma for parents and for society.  It’s our duty to watch over our children, care for, protect and guide them.  Faith groups believe that clearly-expressed moral guidance is important.  Boundaries matter.  Right and wrong is important  ‘Whatever you think’ is less than our children deserve.  We must also be committed to being there for them in love and compassion when things go wrong.  Ultimately this is about how we nurture mature, responsible, free and independent adults who will build a worthwhile and caring society.
