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GOOD MORNING

I’ve often thought about the extraordinary range of things which I was expected to be able to do as a priest and pastor – pastoral care, hospital visiting, funerals, weddings, administration, preaching.  But which was the most difficult?  Well I have no doubt about that.  It’s School Assemblies.  It’s a great privilege to be allowed to go into a school and speak to children.  But I have no doubt that religion in schools is the most difficult communications challenge of all.

Yesterday’s Sunday Herald carried a report of research by Graeme Nixon of Aberdeen University which records an increasing use of philosophy in teaching religion.  He reports that some teachers feel that ‘philosophy fills the gap left by the decline in religion’ and others want to ‘retreat from the fundamentalism associated with religion.’

This raises many questions – for example about the relationship between home, church and school in the teaching of religion and faith.  Most of us recognise that faith is ‘caught not taught’ – that children grow in faith through the example of parents and family and by belonging to a faith community.  School has an important part to play – but it is unlikely that school can make good what is missing in the example of home and parents.

I welcome the idea that philosophy can make a contribution to the teaching of religion in schools.  If it awakens in children an interest in the fundamental questions of life – the great ‘why?’ and ‘what is it all for?’ questions – they may begin to see the potential in religion as one answer to the search for meaning in life which all of us engage in.

That in turn may help to develop a generation of church members who can see more clearly how religion should engage with the great questions and issues of our times – rather than just sustaining its own tradition.   But it begins with the struggle to answer those endless ‘why?’ questions which children ask their parents.

