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I carry an Organ Donor Card – always have.  Yes I like to think that, if I died unexpectedly, other people could benefit through organ donation.  It’s to do with stewardship – that I am or have nothing which I have not been given – that I should give it in turn.

The Prime Minister has said there should be debate about changing the basis of Organ Donation from opt-in to opt-out.  That of course raises issues about freedom.  But people are free to opt out. Experience in Spain has apparently been that in practice organs are not used against the wishes of the bereaved family.

That sounds fine but it is a bit abstract.  When you meet the situation in real life it is more difficult.  When I was a Hospital Chaplain, I found myself at the bedside of a parishioner who had become a good friend.  He had suffered a catastrophic brain haemorrhage.  My friend was gone.  I was left with his wife and two teenage children and the medical staff.  Organ donation – yes of course.  Let some good out of this personal disaster and tragedy.

The staff were wonderful.  But we had to wait for the transplant team to come.  And his body had to be kept alive..  And then we stood together and said prayers to marking his passing.  They were brave - there is a powerful instinct which wishes to leave the body undisturbed.

I am in favour of changing to a system of presumed consent.  It will be easier for medical staff to raise the issue with families.  It should make more organs available.  It also responds to something deep in human nature.  We can be picky about small things.  But in my experience people can be heroically generous when faced with a challenge like this – and through all the pain and the tears they are glad afterwards that they have done what they knew was right.

