Jeremiah 23 : 1-6

Restoration after Exile

The Righteous Branch of David

5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

Colossians 1 : 11-20. 
Luke 23: 33-43

43He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 

Bridge of Allan    Patronal Festival:  Christ the King
         25.11.07

I’m glad to be here to share in worship today.  Worship is what we do – it sums up who we are and what we are for.  Dom has been helping me to raise the standard of the worship which is the centre of our diocesan life – the Institutions of new Rectors and the Ordination of new Deacons and Priests.  Those are important because they are significant moments in the life of the church.  And because these are the moments at which we come closest to seeing what the church is and the faith and commitment of Christians.
So if we look at our worship today and ask, ‘What is it for … What is it about?’  It’s about people coming for Confirmation.  It’s about this congregation celebrating its Patronal Festival.  It’s about the Festival of Christ the King’

The answer in each case is that ‘It’s about Jesus.’

It’s about Jesus – for people who have been baptized and now come to renew their baptismal vows and seek the blessing of the Spirit for their lives in Christ.  They commit themselves to follow Christ as disciples, to model their lives on him, to see him as the Way, the Truth and the Life, to seek him as the source of healing and strength, guidance and blessing in their lives.  Jesus is all these things because he walked the path of suffering, sacrifice and innocent death, was mocked, derided and rose in triumph over the grave.  It’s not just about belonging to the Church or about the Christian way.  It’s about Jesus and faith and the gift of Paradise to the penitent thief.

What’s this about – for the congregation, this community of God’s people gradually growing and strengthening in faith and seeking to explore what it means to be the Body of Christ in this community.  It’s about Jesus, of course.  If it’s not about Jesus, it might as well be any other charitable body or club.  Of course, it’s about Jesus whom we know as teacher, leader, healer, guide, suffering servant.  Today it’s about Jesus as we fix our eyes on the beauty of God and the glory of God seen in Jesus – for in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  Often we rush about busy doing the business of the church and doing what we hope are Christ-like things.  This is awe, majesty, beauty, wonder – seeing in Jesus all the fullness and the richness of God – it’s gift and grace.
It’s about Jesus – Christ the King.  Jeremiah speaks of the one who will come from David’s line, who will reign as king and deal wisely, and will execute justice and righteousness in the land.  It is seeing what we are as just a tiny part of the most enormous picture of the glory of the reign of Christ – where wisdom, justice and righteousness prevail.   And if it is hard to see that in all the injustice, the denial of human rights, the petty ambition and greed which characterizes so much of human society across the world, it should be possible to see it in the Church.  And if today is a day of celebration it is a day when we do that with feet planted firmly on the cruel earth where the cross stood – and because we stand in the shadow of the Cross we proclaim the kingship of Christ without any triumphalism.
Above all, when we say that it is about Jesus, it is about hope – that most precious commodity in all human life – pushing away selfishness and bitterness and negativity, fear and despair.   Above all it is about the hope, longing and gritty endurance which together make up the prayer, ‘Thy Kingdom Come.’

