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This is a moment of celebration – celebration of the start of a new ministry; celebration too of the relationship between the College and the local church in this diocese.  We are delighted to see Giles Dove – one of our own – installed as Chaplain.  It’s a critical place of ministry.  This is a place where people find themselves living in community – with all the challenges and learning that come from that.  As part of that living in community, there is the Chapel and its worship, the Chaplain and his ministry – the means by which young people, many future leaders in our society, can explore Christian faith and living in a supportive and questioning atmosphere.

The apostles say to the Lord, ‘Increase our Faith.’  The College says to Giles Dove, Priest & Chaplain, ‘Increase our Faith.  And it may be that Giles will give a more complicated answer than Jesus.

Jesus’ answer takes us into the challenge that just a little faith has power aplenty – and, of course, that is a theme which recurs throughout the ministry of Jesus.  Five loaves and two fish are enough to feed the 5000.  The sick old woman says, ‘If I can just touch the hem of his garment, I will be healed.  Jesus told us to be leaven in the lump and salt and light for the world.  In each case, it’s the power that there is in even a little of God to transform the whole.  

And that surely is a model for what a chaplain should be.  A College like this is properly focused on what it is for.  I won’t risk making a list.  But I would imagine that exam results and maturing and the development of the whole person will be part of it.  But the little bit of God – the mustard seed of faith – the leaven, salt and light – are to permeate the whole and transfuse it with God.  At times, that will be the opening of the doors and windows of the souls of young people to an awareness of the spiritual, to a sense of awe and wonder at God’s creation and the mystery of life itself.  Or it will be about the challenges of living in close proximity with people one cannot stand.  Or about awakening a passion for justice and a concern for the world’s poor.   That is about learning to be successful at the business of living – which is not the same thing as being successful.
I like the idea of the little being enough.  It reassures me.  I used to say, until I realized that it frightened my parishioners, that I was quite good at faith on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and, of course, Sundays.  But Tuesdays and Thursdays were difficult.  But faith is like that.  Archbishop Michael Ramsey used to say that we might ask God to help us to pray – and to help us to want to pray when we didn’t.  And recently we’ve been reading about the great Mother Theresa who spent her life rescuing the dying on the streets of Calcutta.  She is progressing rapidly towards sainthood – but her letters and journals talk of the struggle with her faith and the sense that God had deserted her:  "Such deep longing for God… Repulsed, empty, no faith, no love, no zeal," she said.  And that sense of being forsaken is a constant theme of the psalms.
Increase our Faith – our prayer today is that Giles’ ministry here will be creative and fruitful – that is will teach us about our fragility and vulnerability – and help us to see that even a mustard seed of faith is enough to allow the power of God to transform and to build his Kingdom among us.

O Lord, increase my faith,
strengthen me and confirm me 
in Thy true faith;
endue me with wisdom,
charity, chastity, and patience;
in all my adversity,
teach me to say Amen.
