The Irish Blessing which Rosemary has just read for us beckons you into a sort of Irish version of the Garden of Eden – a place of gentle rains and lush grass.  May it be for you a place of peace, contentment and deep happiness.

 Like all weddings, this day is a day of change – Jesus talks of the leaving of father and mother and of husband and wife joined together – the authorised version speaks of leaving and cleaving.  May your marriage Eden also be a place in which you help each other to grow, to mature, to deepen in wisdom, inner strength and love – a place where marriage is a sort of university, a gymnasium but not an assault course of the mind and heart.

But of course what underlies the whole of scripture is the idea that Eden is spoilt – the rain can have biting sleet in it, the lush fields can become boggy.  And the prayers which follow are prayers for you as a couple and as parents of the children you may have – prayers which do not seek to protect you from the challenges but rather that the challenges too may be times of growth

In particular, we pray that as you support, challenge, comfort, cherish and befriend each other in the years the stretch out ahead of you, you may find that the deepest fulfilments of all are found not just in how you frolic in the Garden of Eden, how you enjoy the good things of life and all the wonder and richness of God’s world - but how you care for one another when times are not so easy.  As we listen to St Paul’s words, we pray that you may have that love – the greatest of the three – the tolerant, kind, all-enduring, all-hoping love which is rooted in truth.  As we now pray for you, may that love in plenty be God’s gift to today and in the days to come.

