The Mission of the Seventy
10After this the Lord appointed seventy* others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.

I’m delighted to be with you today and to bring to you on my on behalf and on behalf of the Scottish Episcopal Church my congratulations and admiration for what this graduation means today.    In particular I want to express thanks and appreciation to Michael and all involved in the work of TISEC in province and dioceses.  

I’ve found myself saying recently that the resourcing of much of what we do in the Scottish Episcopal Church is in the ‘loaves and fishes’ department - a daily miracle of grace.  That is not to be interpreted as meaning that ‘we’ll get by somehow no matter how little we have’  - to do that would be an abdication of responsibility.  It means that, because those who work in TISEC do so with love and with a deep commitment to the future mission and ministry of our church, the whole will always be more than the sum of the parts.   As we own and celebrate the work of TISEC, there are  two other things which I need to mention briefly.  The first is that our General Synod has committed itself to establish what we have called a ‘whole church mission and ministry policy’  That means that what we aspire to do and the resourcing we give to it should be aligned.  It means that, perhaps for the first time, we shall try and measure all the things which we do in relation to one another and, more importantly, against a vision for the mission of our church.  The second is that we are learning the habit of co-operation and collaboration - particularly through our EMU partnership with the Methodist and United Reformed Churches.  We value this and other partnerships enormously.  They ensure that we don’t turn inwards - but rather reach out to explore what we can receive and what we can give.

To those who graduate today - and to others who are on that pathway - I want also to express my appreciation and admiration.  I know how much you feel yourselves enriched by this training experience and rejoice in it.  But all of us who have trod this path know how demanding and costly it is .. how the way of vocation is strewn with all sorts of uncertainties ... how each apparent point of certainty simply reveals fresh vistas of the unknown and the unknowable.  That’s just as it should be, when the only thing we know is the deep certainty of God’s calling within us - illogical, unknowable, perhaps even unwelcome and yet having apparently pitched its tent within us and there to stay.

Jesus sends out the 70 - sends them out ahead of him to wherever he intends to go - even though we might believe that wherever we go Jesus is already there.  We note that there is no mention of competency frameworks, no systematic theology, no sociology of religion, no insights from psychology or the other life sciences.   He reminds us of something very important about ministry.  I believe that those who minister need training and thinking of the very highest quality.  But it is a glorious paradox that, while the development of mission and the leadership of congregations demands that we should know God, know ourselves and have developed a deep understanding of a complex society and of the people who inhabit it, yet the love of God can be shared by anybody with anybody as a gift of mind and heart.

Nonetheless - I believe that Jesus is calling us to a sort of divine naivety.  Ministry is not a body of knowledge to be imparted - rather a gift to be shared.  ‘Peace to this house’    We offer a gift of love.  We make ourselves present and invite people to find the resolving of their inner yearnings, their uncertainties and their pain in the peace of God.  If it does not happen then, we gather to ourselves Psalm 37 ‘Fret not thyself about the ungodly’  and we go on our way.

I offer to you on behalf of our whole church our congratulations and thanks for the hope which you offer us.  We can see in you the future and celebrate the way in which God is leading us onwards.

