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I’m delighted to be with you this evening to share in the beginning of a new ministry - a new point of calling and response for Kenny;; an important moment in the life of the diocese, its life and ministry and its response to the call of God.  Thank-you to Bishop Michael for inviting me.

I’m glad to be hear because of links back in my own life.  I grew up in Enniskillen, sang in the choir and came here for Choral Festivals in 1950’s and ‘60’s.  I was here after the hurricane of 1962 tore the back wall out of the new Fire Station.  I remember Canon Bob Sharpe as a curate in Enniskillen - but I also served with him in his retirement in Bangor.

Before I say anything about Kenny, I want to highlight three words - one from each of the readings this evening.  From Ezekiel, the word is ‘safety’.   From Ephesians, it is ‘pledge’.  From the Gospel reading, it is ‘light’.  Each of those words says something about the pilgrimage of faith which we all share - and the leadership which Kenny has given and will give in this new context.

I got to know Kenny when I was Rector of Seagoe Parish in Portadown until five years ago.  Getting to know Kenny meant that I gradually realised that I was on the outer edges of a sort of magnetic field - Kenny’s way of doing ministry.  It’s godly ministry and it’s people ministry.  You will know that the Institution in Enniskillen made major demands on Ulsterbus’s resources.  People know that Kenny is interested, that he cares.  They feel ‘safe’ - that word again.  But of course it’s more.  That very pastoral way of ministry is one of the core traditions of the Church of Ireland.  But Kenny long ago learnt that when you have built trust, you put it to work and you test it.  It’s not just mutual regard.  You encourage people to try things out, to go places they might not have thought about.  You model - practise - the world as you believe it should be.  You go to the far side of in-between - to the other side of the bridge and back again.  And people still feel safe - even more safe because, in the warmth of caring and pastoral relationships, they have been brought to know the love which casts out fear.  ‘They shall live in safety for none shall make them afraid.’

The second word was ‘pledge’ - the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people.  What makes our efforts at healing, at breaking down barriers and at reconciliation different is our rootedness in Christ.  It’s goodwill - but it’s more than that.  It’s community building - but it’s more than that.  It’s the working out of our baptism into the death of Christ so that we may walk with him in the newness of his risen life.  We enter into and carry around in our hearts and on our bodies the marks of a sinful world - it’s division and pain - so that we may also be the bearers of resurrection hope.

And the third word was ‘light’ - whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light.  Jesus attacks the Pharisees for their hypocrisy.  There will be an end of covering things up and holding things secret.

One of the best-known lines of poet Seamus Heaney is ‘whatever you say, say nothing.’  It describes - more like skewers - in five words that half light in which we all used to live - saying only half of what we thought.  That was partly about living in times when we were anxious about who we might trust; partly a product of the sectarianism which divided our world into us and them; partly a desire to spare one another’s feelings.  Whatever it was, it reminds us that we should allow the spirit to lead us into all truth.

33 Chilean miners came out of the blackness into the light this week as we all watched.  Much of the language used was religious - they emerged from the hell of their imprisonment under ground.  Millions of viewers all over the world were fascinated by that movement from darkness to light and many of us will have thought of Christ who descended into hell as part of the story of our salvation.

As I said a moment ago, ministry is about relationships and about trust - but it’s also about how we build on that trust once it is established.  It’s about finding the safety which is on the far side of fear.  About moving from darkness into light - from what is hidden and unspoken to the truth which is spoken plainly.  And all as an expression of the life of Christ within us - the word of truth and the gospel of our salvation.

I’m delighted to have been part of this service this evening.  It’s an important moment - a person with deep commitment and long experience comes to share that experience and his leadership in a new context of service.  May God bless Kenny and all of you as you live out your discipleship together.

