Bishop John’s Farewell Eucharist
I’m glad to have been here today.  I bring to you John the greetings of your friends and colleagues in the College of Bishops and the thanks of clergy and people across our Province.

You are greatly loved here

You leave behind a diocese better than you found it and ready for the next stage in its pilgrimage.

You have bravely addressed all sorts of issues - like the criticial issue of sustaining our church in inner city and places of social need.  You have been a passionate advocate of ever higher standards in training and education - and in the ordering of ministry.

I know that you feel the hurt of needing to retire before it is time.  I suspect that people who are passionate about their calling and about ministry will always feel that it is ‘before it is time.’  I remember meeting the former Archbishop of Sweden just before he retired a little early.  ‘Stay with us longer,’ they said to him.  His response - ‘Nothing graces leadership so much as the way you lay it down.’  And with an enigmatic smile, he was gone.

As you lay down your leadership today, we give thanks for all that you have given to us - for the continuing loaves and fishes miracles of the life of our church - that essential ability to do much with little and help the whole to be more than the sum of the parts.  We live, all of us, knowing that ‘one sows and another reaps’   What we do is not ours.  It is of God and offered back to him in thanksgiving - a gift to the future and to those who come after.

John - to you and to Gill who has supported you so well - you have our heartfelt good wishes and thanks as you move into the future.  You will continue to be in our prayers - particularly our prayers for your healing and your well-being.  May God bless you.

