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GOOD MORNING

‘We need somebody who will be good at managing change’  That’s what congregations which I work with sometimes say as they begin the search for a new priest or minister.  Sometimes I wonder if what they would really like would be the appearance of change while everything stays reassuringly the same.  Many of us are a bit like that.  We feel that we  ought to want change to keep up with the times – but can’t quite admit that we don’t.

It’s always been difficult, of course.  My fellow Old Portoran, Henry Francis Lyte, didn’t help when he for ever linked ‘Change and Decay’ in the words of the hymn, ‘Abide with me’   Yet change has to  be on the agenda even in the church – because winds of change blow everywhere.  Lewis Carroll’s Red Queen said that, ‘It takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same place.’   Communicating spritual truths in a world like ours is difficult.  The whole point is that the truth is 'thou who changest not'.  Yet even unchanging truth needs to be shared in all sorts of creative ways if it is to touch the hearts of people who may – as some say – have 'lost the habit' of religion in a secular world.  

You may know the words of what is called the Serenity Prayer: ‘may I be given grace to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the things I can; and the wisdom to know the difference.”

Those words are seductive but they may well be mistaken.  The question is where I draw the line between what I can and cannot hope to change – it’s the tension between acceptance and aspiration, complacency and a hunger for justice.

So there is a series of choices.  On one hand there are the huge world issues like hunger in the developing world,  the widening gap between rich and poor and the future of the planet.  On the other there are the more personal things like the unburied hatchets of personal animosity, a lack of moral courage, a desire to live a less wasteful and more meaningful life.

I somehow doubt if Martin Luther King, William Wilberforce or Desmond Tutu spent much time praying the Serenity Prayer.  What drives people like that is a God-inspired view of a world shaped equally by justice and compassion.  The idea that one might have a vision of a better world and choose not to pursue it because it seems difficult would be laughable if not tragic.

