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“I stopped living by the core values that I was taught to believe in.  I knew my actions were wrong, but I convinced myself that normal rules didn't apply.  I never thought about who I was hurting.  Instead, I thought only about myself.’

Those are of course the words of Tiger Woods in the apology which he made for what the press would call ‘cheating on his wife’ – his unfaithfulness.

He went on to say, ‘I felt that I had worked hard my entire life and deserved to enjoy all the temptations around me.  I felt I was entitled.  Thanks to money and fame, I didn't have to go far to find them.’

So why Tiger Woods – because of course today’s gospel reading is about temptation – about the temptations of Jesus at an early stage in his life and ministry when he has been led by the spirit into the wilderness.  Some say that that journey was a sort of journey to find himself and his life’s purpose with God.  Today’s equivalent is probably a gap year when a young person goes off to the developing world and gives time and service to people who could never possibly repay that.

I am as you can imagine a student of human nature.  And the temptations of Jesus are particularly interesting.  There are a number of dimensions to it.  Firstly the use of the word, ‘If’   He ways ‘if you are the Son of God’ – there’s a ‘prove it’ challenge in that ‘if’ – and there’s a ‘you can do what you like’ challenge there as well.  And the devil offers Jesus to do what seems good – to create bread from stone and feed the hungry – or to exercise authority over all the world …… ‘if you will bow down and worship’

So let’s go back to Tiger Woods.  I think somehow he has a long way to go.  I knew my actions were wrong but I convinced myself that normal rules didn’t apply. …… ‘I felt that I had worked hard my entire life and deserved to enjoy all the temptations around me.  I felt I was entitled’

People think that temptation is a very clear-cut thing – very black and white.  But I don’t think it is.  If it was that clear, it wouldn’t be temptation.  What makes it into temptation is that it is not far from what is right but it is wrong.  That’s why the church is often a difficult place – people tempted to anger and bullying; people tempted to settle for the truth which suits them rather than to search after the truth of God.  Jesus’s experience with the devil was of temptation which was subtle but clear.  If he had yielded to it, he would have ceased to be the Son of God.  He could have justified it to himself – but he would have lost that essential connection with who he was and what he was for.

The season of Lent teaches us that temptation is actually there to help us – as it did for Jesus – to work out who we are and what we are for.  The Collect also reminds us that we are much safer when we understand our own weakness and vulnerability.  What put Tiger at risk was that he thought he could do anything.  What the Collect says is, ‘as you know our weakness so my we know your power to save.’

  

