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Feast of the Transfiguration

140210
Vocation – lifting of the veil

CTN worship which renews and transforms – lifting of the veil

Moments which make it all worthwhile – Valentine’s Day – parenthood

These stories of Transfiguration are extraordinary.  They are literally out of this world.  Is there anything in our experience which could help us to understand them?

Let me share one thing with you.  In one way or another, we are all on journeys.  You may see it as just the journey of life.  It may be on of those spiritual journeys in which you are beginning to explore the spiritual dimension of life – looking for meaning and purpose in life in a  new way.  I deal often with a particular aspect of that – people who feel called … the election of new bishops in Glasgow and Argyll where people feel able to answer ‘Yes’ to the awesome question, ‘Do you believe that you are truly called to the office and work of a bishop in the church of God?’  And of course it matters to us here as well – during last week I met with your Vestry as part of the process in which we seek a  new Rector for this congregation – a person who believes themselves called to serve this congregation in this place at this time.

When I think of my own experience of calling, I find that I can relate to these Transfiguration stories.  Moses comes down from the mountain with his face shining – because he has been talking with God.  Peter, James and John go up the mountain with Jesus to pray – and he is transformed or transfigured before them.  It’s as if suddenly a door is opened, a veil is lifted and they can see the essential beauty, perfection, order and purpose of things.  And then it is gone again.  You are shown enough – enough to see what it is for; enough to change you; enough to impel you towards the next stage.  And then it is gone.
That’s not so surprising or unusual, I think.  On this Valentine’s Day when we celebrate the joys of romance – as we try to do the long march through the years of faithful marriage and family life.  There will be days when we wonder just how it was the life ended up like this – what choices we made and why.   But there will also be transfiguration days when suddenly it is all clear again – enough to remind you in the depths of your being what this is all for.  It’s the magic moments which make it all worthwhile.  You can’t see love – can’t see the parent/child bond.  But just now and again there are those transfiguration moments.
We try to create these moments as well.  As part of the preparation for the appointment of your new Rector, your Vestry and others have been exploring our Casting the Net process – looking at the Nine Marks of Mission.  One of them is that we ‘worship in ways that renew and inspire.’  That’s another piece of transfiguration possibility.  Worship happens every Sunday.  Often it will be a routine discipline – the community gathers and nothing special happens.  But our expectation should be that just now and again there will be transfiguration moments – sublime moments when suddenly it is clear what it is all for – maybe not clear in ways which we could easily explain.  But clear in a way which changes us in the depths of our being.
Just one other thing about Transfiguration … it’s the shining face of Moses; the changed face and dazzling white clothes of Jesus.  It’s the bright light of transcendence.  But at the heart of it is another dimension of what it is all for – what is to happen at Jerusalem – a reminder that to live this close to God and his purposes is to have your feet set on a path of obedience which leads to suffering and death.

And that is the wonder of the journey of faith – that is what stops it from being a path of spiritual self-indulgence and self-fulfilment.  It is the deep truth that to live close to the majesty of God is to be confronted with the truth that the way of God is the way of suffering love and to be invited to share in it.
