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Most Revd David Chillingworth – Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church

‘He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’

He showed them his hands and his side – the marks of the suffering of a crucified Lord
They rejoiced when they saw the Lord

They received the Spirit

These processes of choosing are part of the life of the church – the choosing of a replacement for Judas; the choosing of deacons.  The church prays and chooses – as we do today.

You may have come today not altogether sure where your vote will go.  We gather as the church – we pray together – we seek the guidance of the Spirit – we choose trusting that God’s will may be done in us.

My reading of Canon 4 this week has taught me something which I hadn’t seen in it before.  We shall talk together about our choice.  But it seems to me that we should not spend over-much time talking.  During the week, we have pondered in heart and mind.  And now we pray together and choose – trusting that our choice will be of God.

Two other things I want to say to you.

One is that the diocese which comes to the end of this process is not the diocese which began it.  We have explored together God’s call to us as clergy and people.  And we have declared to one another a desire, a need and a calling to find a way of talking about the difficult things.  We may not quite know how or when - but we know we must.  It’s become a matter of aspiration - Like Archbishop Michael Ramsay’s lovely words about the struggle to pray – we must want to want to do it ..

Then there is the person on whom our choice falls today – let us remember the awesome nature of this calling and it impact which it will have on their life.  Let us remember the personal and spiritual challenge which this represents and the [completely unreasonable] expectations which will be placed on them.  And let us commit ourselves to pray individually and together for them and their ministry among us.  And of course there will be those who are not chosen.  I simply say to you that I have some experience of that.  It is a spiritual journey in itself – and it is about living with and through the disappointment as you allow God to reaffirm your value in his eyes.
So let us move to our work together.  May God’s will be done.

He breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’
