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GOOD MORNING 


Another day - day 101 for Barack Obama as President of the United States.  There's been a great deal of interest this week in his first 100 days, like an interim school report.

That's the kind of society we live in - instant judgements and instant assessments.  I smiled when somebody mentioned Mao Tse Tung's assessment of the impact of the French Revolution of 1789 - 'too early to tell'.  And the Psalms in the Bible remind us that in God's sight 'a thousand years are like a single day'  However powerful the American President may seem to be, it is just one person and 100 days.  And it's hard to imagine a more difficult and testing 100 days.

My own assessment?  Well I'm a fan.  He's inherited some very difficult situations.  But, in general he seems to be interested in building relationships and pursuing a more peaceful world.  And he has put some important things on the agenda - like universal health care - even if delivery is a long way off.

What I most like about him is what some people have called contextual intelligence.  He has vision but he isn't vision driven.  He's a pragmatist but he's more than that.  He looks carefully at the situation - at people - at relationships.  And he tries to work out how to move forward from there.  It's an admirable mixture of reality and vision - seems to me what good religion is about.

One of the best things about Obama is that he doesn't conform to type.  He may be black - but that isn't the most important thing about him.  Malcolm Muggeridge said of British Prime Ministers - that they were all either clergymen or bookmakers.  I suspect he thought that the bookmakers did a better job.  Obama seems to be at home in his own skin - whatever colour it is.  We wish him well for the next 100 days.

