Chrism Mass


9th April 2009
‘Not so with you’

You may know that I believe that God speaks mainly in single-syllable words.  Economy and impact.  ‘Not so with you’  What we do this morning is a liturgical acting-out of ‘Not so with you’.  And we believe that our living and our serving should be a living out of ‘Not so with you’

But of course it isn’t as easy as that.  Because the pressure to conform ourselves to this world is very great and insidious.  We operate in a culture of indifference.  We want to be known, to be liked, to seem useful, to understand, to empathise.  We have a roof to keep on, bills to pay, Diocesan quota to meet.  We crave understanding and support.  We need friends – but we remember that Rowan Williams uses the haunting image that the priest should be an ‘unreliable friend’
Not so with you.  We live the tension between our commitment to be the embodiment of the ministry of Christ in the world – and the pressure to belong and to be relevant - to be in and of the world, uncritically world-absorbed.
‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one’ – and Samuel, as a sort of Director of Ordinands, anoints David and the spirit comes mightily upon him.  If only .. if only it was as simple as that.  But it’s only complicated because we bring to our calling so much of ourselves, our feelings, needs and complications.  No so with you.

More help I think in the clay jars – which speak to me of the idea that it is our manifest weakness and failings which, far from dishonouring God, prevent us from using our sense of self to hide him from others.  And I take to heart the idea that it is in the crucifixions of ministry – and they are excruciating when they come – when we feel most beaten that God quietly moves among his people.  I believe with all my heart that it is so.  And if we shirk the crucifixions of ministry, God cannot move.   Ministry is not about being all-capable.  It is about being all-serving.
Not so with you.  As we Cast the Net, we are not just another organisation with a plan to save itself, offering to people what we believe is best for them or what will be in their self-interest – the ‘have faith and you’ll be happier’ message.  We’re not offering something to fill the god-shaped space in their lives – but the difficult discipleship path to a God-shaped life.

May our renewal of our vows this morning strengthen our resolve to be the ones who serve – that in our serving we may be blessed.

