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GOOD MORNING

Last night’s programme on Sky in which Craig Ewart’s last moments of life were  filmed raised what his wife called ‘vitriolic criticism’.  She defended her husband’s decision as a ‘rational and logical’  response to advanced Motor Neurone Disease.

Here in Scotland, MSP Margo MacDonald, who has Parkinson’s disease, has been encouraging debate about a new law which would legalise assisted suicide.  She feels that people should have the right to choose.

I could respond to this question out of a faith-based conviction about the sacredness of human life – and claim that this is a decision which human beings simply don’t have the right to take, however distressing and painful the circumstances.  But the question deserves more.

For nearly 20 years, I served as a hospital chaplain.  I have cared for many people in the last days and weeks of life.  We have sat, talked, prayed, questioned and raged together at what illness does to people.  I have watched devoted and caring doctors living in the space between, ‘Thou shalt not kill’ and ‘Thou shalt not strive officiously to keep alive’  They relieve pain and preserve human dignity.  They recognise that a secondary effect may be to shorten life.

And some of the most – what shall I say – glorious moments in my experience of life, faith and the love which grows within relationships have been in those situations.  That’s what the hospice movement has taught us.

I’m all for choice – but my feeling is that choice here would threaten the loving trust with which people sit and care for their loved ones in their last days.  In that sitting and caring – for however long it takes - there is time for healing, reconciliation and acceptance.   The possibility that one might choose to bring an end to that might introduce a wariness and anxiety.  For it is that unconditional love which is the heart of all life, its joy and its pain. 

