GOOD MORNING

Taking the light from my study window last Sunday morning was a huge combine harvester parked in the field outside.  We live in the great wheatlands of Perthshire and they’ve been working day and night this last week to get the harvest in.

Like many who live in the countryside today, we are not proper rural people.  As I watched the tractors moving loads of golden grain out of the field next door, I realised that I have not the smallest idea what each load is worth to the farmer – is it £100, £1000 or £5000?   Food is becoming more expensive.  Many of us have been guilty of taking it for granted and we’ve sometimes been careless and wasteful.  
Countless sermons will be written for Harvest Thanksgivings over the next month or two.  The bible says seedtime and harvest is part of God’s faithfulness.  Food is sacred – it’s not ‘just another thing’.   That’s why food and fair trading in developing countries is important - just as important as the cost of our own shopping.
The Jubilee 2000 Movement activated the conscience of the rich world about world debt.  The people who took part in the great Jubilee 2000 Day in Edinburgh cared passionately about the relief of the debt burden in the poor countries of the Third World.

We’re now looking towards the Millennium Development Goals – adopted by the UN in 2000.  The target is that by 2015, the member states will have made progress on eight targets – of which the first is to ‘Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger’.
Millennium Development Goals don’t exactly sound exciting.   But what they promise – and can achieve – is a major improvement in social and economic conditions in the poorest countries of the world.  It will take the vision that we need a new and more just world order – and the political will to carry it out.  The combine harvester outside my window is a sign of food in plenty.  What is needed is that there should be enough for all.
