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I’m delighted and honoured to be here to share with you in Sam’s ordination.  A wonderful moment to savour.  A service which embodies the whole story of calling and response, exploration and fulfilment, which has led Sam to this point of commitment.  It’s about Sam.  And also about Sam’s family and all the people who share Sam’s life and have shared the journey.  Because their lives have been changed too and they have gracefully said ‘Yes’ to that.  It’s about the congregation in which she will serve as Deacon.
In a moment, the Bishop will ask Sam,   ‘Do you trust that you are truly called by God to serve as a deacon in the Church?’   Truly called.   It is not fashionable or wise to allow people to think that you hear voices.  And of course what we are talking about is much more subtle than that.  But when Sam answers, ‘I do’ she is acknowledging the presence in her life of an insistent urging, nudging, pulling – experienced at times more at times less strongly – sometimes in the mind as intellectual assent and sometimes in the gut as something implanted in the very depths.  
And of course it would be simple if saying ‘I do’ just resolved it.  But it doesn’t.  Because it then expresses itself as the insistent feeling that I am to put my life at the disposal of God and his people – to handing over not to take power – to be   for God and for others and not for me -  to spend our lives, to spend and be spent in a living engagement with God’s truth and love and in all sorts of unexpected places with God’s people.

And that’s where the readings place us.  A time for every matter under heaven.  A time to implant gentleness and purity in our lives.  And then these things are given to us in the lovely story of Martha and Mary in their response to the presence of Jesus in their house.

The contrast of course we understand.  We are seeing two polarities of response to Jesus.  Mary sits at the feet of Jesus, adores and listens.  Martha busies herself with many tasks – and she complains to Jesus that Mary has left her to get on with all the hard work.  She is, as it were, in the kitchen clattering saucepans while her star-struck sister loses herself in the presence of Jesus.

These polarities are of course at the heart of our response to our calling.  Some of our best-known hymns encapsulate them in poetry.  Martha would have been singing, ‘the trivial round, the common task will furnish all we ought to ask.’ – while Mary is ‘lost in wonder, love and praise’

And that contrast isn’t an either/or choice.  There’s good reason for saying that we should have both inside us.  Martha has perhaps forgotten that the work isn’t ours alone.  Unless it is infused with a sense of the wonder of God, we risk it becoming our work and about us - devoid of grace and starved of the power to transform lives.  Yet Mary shouldn’t indulge herself just in the love of God without wanting to take it and share it, embody it and live it.
St John recounts the story where Mary anoints Jesus and washes his feet with her hair, Jesus says that she is doing it for his burial.  It is all linked to the death of Jesus into which we were baptised – and which is the source of the call to ministry which is shared by all the baptised.  It places the response of the sisters – and our response – in the context of the great truths of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
And this service is the drama, the focussing, the expressing of all of that.  Sam is here.  She isn’t out in the kitchen clattering saucepans.  She knows that Christian life and ministry is about being as well as doing.  But nor is she completely lost in wonder, love and praise.  She knows that Christian life and ministry about doing the work of Christ and serving God in all people.  May God bless you Sam today and in the days to come as the journey of vocation and ministry continues to unfold for you.
