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31st December, 2007

GOOD MORNING

It’s the turn of the year – I’ve been reading the reviews of 2007 and looking at the predictions for next year.  To be honest, I find it discouraging.  When you look back, the stature of many of the people who make the news seems to diminish.  Politicians seem lost, victims rather than shapers of events.  The tinselly – the Paris Hiltons of this world – become even more self-serving.  Human tragedy like that of the McCanns is explored with vicarious pleasure and a remarkable lack of compassion.  Meanwhile, the really big questions remain unanswered – poverty, climate change, the religion-fuelled clash of nations and cultures.

But down at the level of everyday life, there’s plenty that restores my faith in human nature.  People are always at their best when they face a crisis together.  Neighbours looked after other in the summer floods.  The everyday heroism of firemen, police and ordinary people was constantly on view.  People matter. The commonest New Year resolutions are about time with family and friends and a more balanced and healthier lifestyle.  

So what do I hope to see in 2008?  

Well I’m not going to risk predictions.   But I think there are values or spiritual qualities which I hope to see next year.  I hope that leaders and politicians will be more humble – and more honest – about their limited ability to shape the future.  Over-promising makes politics a cynical business.  But I hope that they will, at the same time, have the highest possible aspirations in addressing the most difficult problems of all.  That is the responsibility entrusted to them.

For myself – yes, leaner, fitter, more caring, more time for family, more time for others.  I think also I would like to be part of a less individualistic world – one in which the quality of my life and the quality of community life become the same thing – life with and for others.

A Happy New Year to you.

